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Internet (Interconnected Networks) – A worldwide connection of computers

Started 1969 as a US-Defensive-Ministry project. 
World Wide Web – The visible part of the internet

Developed 1989 by Tim Berners-Lee from CERN in Switzerland.
Intranet – Like the internet, only limited to the computers of e.g. one company / organization

To get internet access you need a Connection to the internet (the most common are):
Modem –Connection through telephone wire (oldest connection to the internet, slow  max. 56 kbit/s)

ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network) – still through telephone wire (max. 128 kbit/s)
DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) –fastest connection uses copper or fiber optic cables (max. 500 Mbit/s)
Satellite Connection – Available everywhere, because no wire is needed but very expensive. 

Now the internet is also accessible with some mobile phones, but it’s slow and doesn’t feature all the functions
Responsible for the connection is the so called “Provider” e.g. Ghana Telecom (Vodafone)

To access the world wide web you need a browser:

The 5 most common Browsers are:
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The Internet Explorer 

+ Available on every windows PC, 


- Very slow and sends error messages early. 
- More unsecure than the other browsers. 
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Mozilla Firefox 
+ Allows to block images if the connection is slow

+ Faster than Internet Explorer


+ Tries longer to load page

· not available on every PC
Information: The Firefox is based on the first real web browser for the public called “Mosaic”. 

That allowed to show texts and graphics. (The very first Browser was called WorldWideWeb and later changed to Nexus. It could only show text)
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Opera

+ Fastest browser

+ Tries longer to load page


- Only on few computers available
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Google Chrome

+ Faster than Internet Explorer
- Available on very few computers


- Relatively new browser
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Apple Safari

- Normally only available on Apple computers

